
 

Newnan City Council Work Session 
May 27, 2025 

Newnan City Hall 
Richard A. Bolin Council Chambers 

25 LaGrange Street 
5:30 PM 

 
CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

WORK SESSION 

 A. Rezoning Request – RZ2025-04 - 10.48± acres located at 521 Newnan Crossing 
Bypass and 531 Newnan Crossing Bypass (Tax Parcel #086-5044-017 and Tax 
Parcel #086-5044-018, respectively) – From CCS (Community Shopping Center 
District) to MXD (Mixed Use Development District) for the purpose of developing 7 
townhomes, 274 multi-family apartments, and 7,700 square feet of 
retail/restaurant/office space 

 B. Rezoning Request - RZ2024-04 - 7.06 +- acres located at 147 Temple Avenue. 
 Applicant is Steven L. Jones, Attorney, On behalf of Templar Development Group, 
LLC.  Request is to rezone the property from CUN (Urban Neighborhood Commercial 
District) to PDR (Planned Development Residential) to develop a 32 attached dwelling 
unit development consisting of duplexes, triplexes and townhouses. 

ADJOURNMENT 
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City of Newnan, Georgia – Mayor and Council - Workshop 
 
Date:  May 27, 2025 
 
Agenda Item: Rezoning Request – RZ2024-04 
 7.06± acres located at 147 Temple Avenue 

   (Portion of Tax Parcel #N21-0001-001) 
 
Prepared and Presented by:  Dean Smith, Senior Planner 
 

 

 
APPLICANT INFORMATION:   
 
Steven L. Jones, Attorney 
On behalf of Templar Development Group, LLC 
1600 Parkwood Circle, Suite 200 
Atlanta, GA  30339 
 
Templar Development Group, LLC is seeking to rezone 7.06± acres identified as Tax Parcel N21-0001-001, for 
the purpose of developing a residential community comprised of 3 different types of attached dwellings styles;  
townhouses, triplexes and duplexes. To accomplish this, the applicant is seeking an PDR (Planned Development 
Residential) zoning assignment. 
 
 
SITE INFORMATION: 
 
The total site consists of 7.06± acres located along Temple Avenue/Hwy. 16., addressed as 147 Temple 
Avenue 
 
The site is currently undeveloped and zoned CUN (Urban Neighborhood Commercial District). 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The original request, filed in 2024, sought to rezone this property from Urban Commercial Neighborhood  to 
Planned Development Residential, to develop 29 attached dwelling units, consisting of duplexes, triplexes and 
townhomes. 
 

• December 17, 2024 – Planning Commission Public Hearing – recommended approval of 29 attached 
residential units. 

• January 7, 2025 – First Council Works Session looking at 29 Units. 

• January 28, 2025 – Applicant wanted to change the request from 29 to 32 attached dwelling units.  
The applicant withdrew that initial rezoning petition, and the Council approved the withdrawal request 
in addition to waiving the 12-month waiting time on resubmitting a new application.   

• March 3, 2025 – New rezoning petition filed, with 32 attached dwelling units. 

• April 8, 2025 – Original Planning Commission scheduled Public Hearing, but had to be cancelled due 
to lack of quorum. 

• May 13, 2025 – Rescheduled Planning Commission Public Hearing.  The Planning Commission heard 
the rezoning petition for a second time with the additional 3 dwellings and some modifications on the 
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design,  The development has now been designed with fee-simple lots and lot lines, less street parking 
and more off-street parking, including driveways and a remote parking area.  At the end of the May 
13th Public Hearing, the Planning Commission voted affirmatively to recommend approval to the City 
Council. 

 
Relatively little else has changed since the last time Council looked at this rezoning petition in January, 2025. 
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OVERVIEW OF REQUEST: 
 
The applicant is requesting to rezone 7.06 ± acres located at 147 Temple Avenue.  This property is currently 
zoned CUN (Urban Neighborhood Commercial District). The applicant is requesting a change to PDR (Planned 
Development Residential) zoning district for the development of 32 attached dwelling units of varying types, i.e. 
townhouses, duplexes and triplexes. Proposed dwellings will range in size from 1,127 to 1,329 square feet.  
The homes will be developed for sale at market rate conditions. 
 
PDR is concept-based zoning, with no pre-set dimensional requirements.  The proposed development shows a 
gross site density of approximately 4 units per acre.  Part of the property will remain undeveloped because of a 
stream traversing the property, associated stream buffers and floodplain. 
 
Proposed amenities include a walking trail and passive open space areas. 
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Applicant’s Proffered Conditions: 
 

• The development (including but not limited to number of dwelling units, street layout/orientation, 
setbacks, buffers and dwelling types) shall reasonably comply with the concept plan that has been 
submitted. 

• The mixture of dwelling types constructed within the development shall be consistent with the renderings 
submitted. 

• The development shall include a walking trail as shown on the concept plan submitted. 

Mike Furbush, City Landscape Architect and Arborist approved the applicant’s preliminary tree management 
plan. 
 
Michael Klahr harkened that during the development’s planning stages, care will need to be taken to the site’s 
environmental areas, streams, wetlands, floodplain and floodway.  Additionally, the applicant will need to 
improve Widener Street to meet City standards and requirements to be used as emergency access. 
 
Additional conditions recommended by staff: 
 

• The project will be consistent with the density, project data, amenities, proffered conditions and 
architectural details as provided as part of the application. 

• The project will be capped at 32 units maximum. 

• Number of units for rent will be capped at 3 units 
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the single unit on the land can be rented. Ms. Dunnavant stated that the single unit is not included 

in the 10% cap unless the land is developed into multiple units or dwellings.  

 

Commissioner Frost asked how many units are being considered. Mr. Mottola stated seven single 

family units with a total of eight. Commissioner Frost inquired if this would be like Platinum 

Point. Mr. Mottola explained that he has looked at ideas of town homes and single family 

detached homes.  

 

Commissioner McEntire asked if it is mandatory for plans to be brought to the Planning 

Commission. Ms. Dunnavant explained that it is a suggestion since there is no plan at this time. 

 

Commissioner Yancey asked how long the city has owned the adjoining property. Brad Sears 

stated that he wasn’t sure, but the property was donated, possibly in the early 2000’s. 

 

Commissioner Frost asked if there is any tighter zoning for detached housing. Ms. Dunnavant 

explained that RU-7 would allow for smaller lots, and that would be reasonable for the area. 

 

Chairman West asked if there is a current tenant, and have the tapped into the sewer system? Ms. 

Dunnavant confirmed this.  

 

With no one coming forward with further questions or comments, Chairman West asked if there 

was any opposition. With none coming forward, Commissioner McEntire made a motion to 

approve. Commissioner Crain seconded the motion. 

 

MOTION CARRIED (5-2) 

 

RZ2024-04 7.06± acres located at 147 Temple Avenue (Tax Parcel #N21 0001 001)  

 

Commissioner Hamlin recused himself due to a conflict of interest.  

 

Senior Planner Dean Smith presented the staff report. This request was originally heard by the 

Planning Commission on December 17, 2024. On January 28, 2025, the applicant withdrew the 

original rezoning petition, and council approved, also waiving the 12 month waiting period for 

resubmission. The plan has been refreshed with three additional units and a new design. Mr. 

Smith explained that all eight of the standards are still met. Staff recommends they be consistent 

with these plans, limit to 32 units, limit rentals to three units, and have a walking trail. 

Additionally, the city landscape architect, Mike Furbush, approves of this plan.  

 

Applicant, Steven Jones, presented on behalf of Templar Development. Mr. Jones explained that 

the plan has been retooled with an updated concept plan. With an aim of $300 -$350k per unit, 

driveways and parcel lines have been added, and the majority of the street has parking on the 

rear. 

 

Chairman West asked if there were any present in favor or opposition. With none coming 

forward, the commissioners were asked for comments or questions. 
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Commissioner Yancey questioned what has changed. Mr. Jones replied that there has been a 

retooling, as they were not held to a 30-unit limit, which was originally believed to be a 

constraint.  

 

Commissioner Pulicare questioned if there are enough units for a traffic light. Smith responded 

that is a Georgia Department of Transportation decision, but not at this time. 

 

Commissioner Frost asked if the extra units impact the size. Mr. Jones stated that it will not. 

 

Al Abraham questioned whether the 10% rental cap will still be imposed. Mr. Smith confirmed 

that, yes, the cap will still be in place. 

 

Commissioner Yancey confirms the information on rentals versus ownership for clarification. 

 

With no further questions or comments, Commissioner McEntire made a motion to approve with 

the recommended conditions. Commissioner Pulicare seconded the motion. 

 

MOTION CARRIED (6-0) Hamlin recused 

 

RZ2025-04 10.48± acres located at 521 & 531 Newnan Crossing Bypass (Tax Parcels #086 

5044 017 and #086 5044 018) 

 

Senior Planner, Chris Cole, presented the staff report. The applicant is requesting rezoning from 

CCS to MXD for a mixed-use development. The plans include seven townhomes, 274 multi-

family apartments, and a retail/restaurant/office space, which will be on the ground floor of a 

five-story building. There will be one-, two-, and three-bedroom apartments from $1,500 per 

month to $2,750 per month. Cole then went over the eight standards of consideration. Staff found 

the development met six of the eight standards. 

 

Staff suggested the following conditions:  

• The project be consistent with the plan, density, project data, amenities, proffered 

conditions, and architectural details provided as part of the project 

• Approval of the Rezoning Master Plan through the rezoning process does not relieve the 

applicant from meeting the requirements set forth in the City of Newnan’s Tree 

Preservation and Landscape Ordinance 

 

Commissioner West asked the applicant to come forward. Melissa Griffis came forward and 

discussed the multiple documents and exhibits depicting the final project. She stated that they 

have a known history of successful projects. The walking path and detention pond were included, 

based on staff recommendations. She also stated that issues from the Community Impact Study 

have been addressed. She presented part of the Piedmont Newnan Hospital letter of support. She 

further explained that the letter from the Coweta County School System is the same letter 

received for every project, and they are happy to comply with any school system requirements.  

 

Bennett Sands came forward stating that Ms. Griffis did a wonderful job presenting. He 

discussed who would live at this development and stated that 23 city employees resided at his 
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