
 

Newnan City Council Meeting 
January 23, 2024 

Newnan City Hall 
Richard A. Bolin Council Chambers 

25 LaGrange Street 
6:30 PM 

  

CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

READING OF MINUTES 

 A. Minutes from Regular Meeting on January 9, 2024 

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

 B. 1 Appointment - Cultural Arts Commission, 3 year term 

 C. 4 Appointments - Farmer Street Cemetery Commission, 3 year terms 

 D. 1 Appointment - Housing Authority, 5 year term 

 E. 1 Appointment - Planning Commission, 3 year term 

 F. 1 Appointment - Tree Commission, 3 year term 

 G. Appointments - Retirement Board 

REPORTS ON OPERATIONS BY CITY MANAGER 

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR 

NEW BUSINESS 

 H. Public Hearing - 134 Millard Farmer Industrial Boulevard (Thompson's Pharmacy) - to 
consider a variance request from O.C.G.A. 16-12-215 (a) concerning a State of 
Georgia Medical Cannabis Dispensary License Application 

 I. Amendment to the City of Newnan Personnel Policy, Section 5.6 Retirement Plan 

 J. Request for various closures for 2024 Main Street Newnan Events 

 K. Consideration of Recommendation from Farmer Street Cemetery Commission to 
Acquire Real Property 

 L. Consideration of Settlement and Release Agreement between the City of Newnan 
and Principle Outdoor, LLC 

 M. Consideration of an Ordinance Adopting a Moratorium on the Issuance of Sign 
Permits 
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Newnan City Council Meeting Agenda - January 23, 2024 @ 6:30 PM…….Page 2 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

VISITORS, PETITIONS, COMMUNICATIONS & COMPLAINTS 

 N. Request from Foundation Church to close South Court Square for Good Friday Event 
on Friday, March 29, 2024 

MOTION TO ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 O. Motion to Enter into Executive Session 

ADJOURNMENT 
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CITY OF NEWNAN, GEORGIA
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING                                               JANUARY 9, 2024_  

The regular meeting of the City Council of the City of Newnan, Georgia was held on 
Tuesday, January 9, 2024 at 2:30 p.m. in the Richard A. Bolin Council Chambers of City 
Hall with Mayor Keith Brady presiding. 

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Brady called the meeting to order and delivered the invocation.
 
PRESENT

Mayor Keith Brady: Council members present:  Ray DuBose, George Alexander, Cynthia 
Jenkins, Rhodes Shell, Dustin Koritko and Paul Guillaume. Also present: City Manager, 
Cleatus Phillips; Assistant City Manager, Hasco Craver; City Clerk, Megan Shea and City 
Attorney, Brad Sears

READING OF MINUTES
A. Minutes from the Special Called Meeting on December 12, 2023

Motion by Councilman Alexander, seconded by Councilman DuBose to dispense with the 
reading of the minutes of the Special Called Council Meeting on December 12, 2023 and 
adopt them as presented.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0)

B. Minutes from the Regular Meeting on December 12, 2023

Motion by Councilman DuBose, seconded by Councilman Shell to dispense with the 
reading of the minutes of the Regular Council Meeting on December 12, 2023 and adopt 
them as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 
 
CITY MANAGER

City Manager wanted to acknowledge Nanette Freeman and Bill Stephenson who are both 
leaving the City for new opportunities. This is the last week for both of them. Nanette is 
reuniting with family back in Florida. She helped change the culture in HR, she is very 
employee first and treats everyone very well and it’s going to be hard to replace that. Bill 
has been with the City for 20 years and he is now changing professions and going into the 
ministry. He has led one of the most stable and respected inspections department in the 
State of Georgia. It’s going to be hard to replace Bill and all his knowledge and leadership 
but we wish him the best. 
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CITY OF NEWNAN, GEORGIA
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING                                               JANUARY 9, 2024_  

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM MAYOR

C. Resolution in Recognition of Councilmember George M. Alexander

Mayor Brady stated that George Alexander is leaving today after 20 years serving on the 
Council and 14 years on Planning Commission before that. 

Councilman Alexander thanked everyone and said it was a wonderful 34 years serving the 
City. It has been an honor to serve the citizens and the employees. He charged Council 
with taking care of the citizens and the employees. He is going to enjoy time with his wife 
now and grandson and another grandbaby is on the way. 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Koritko, seconded by Councilwoman Jenkins to adopt the 
resolution as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

D. Resolution Certifying the Results for the City of Newnan Municipal Election 
November 7, 2023 and the City of Newnan Municipal Election Runoff December 5, 
2023

Mayor Pro Tem Koritko noted a spelling error in his name on the resolution and asked for 
an amendment. 

Motion by Councilman DuBose, seconded by Councilman Shell to adopt the resolution 
with amended name change
.  

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

ADJOURNMENT – SINE DIE

Mayor Brady adjourned the meeting sine die. 
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CITY OF NEWNAN, GEORGIA
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING                                               JANUARY 9, 2024_  

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Brady called the meeting to order for January 9, 2024 and delivered the invocation. 

SWEARING IN CEREMONY

Paul Guillaume (District 1, Post A), Dustin Koritko (District 1, Post B), James J. 
Thomasson III (District 3, Post A) and Cynthia E. Jenkins (District 3, Post B) were duly 
sworn in by the City Attorney. Councilwoman Jenkins was also ceremoniously sworn in by 
Pastor Terri Lemons.  

ELECTION OF MAYOR PRO TEM

Motion by Councilman Koritko, seconded by Councilman Shell to elect Councilman 
Guillaume as Mayor Pro Tem for 2024. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

APPOINTMENTS – DEPARTMENT HEADS

City Manager recommended all current department heads be re-appointed for 2024. 

Motion by Councilman DuBose, seconded by Councilman Koritko to approve the 
recommendation and re-appoint all current Department Heads. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

APPOINTMENT – CITY ATTORNEY

Motion by Councilman Shell, seconded by Councilwoman Jenkins to re-appoint Brad 
Sears as City Attorney for 2024.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

APPOINTMENT – MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE

Motion by Councilman Koritko, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume to re-appoint Clay 
Collins as Municipal Court Judge for 2024. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

APPOINTMENT – MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE PRO TEM

Motion by Councilwoman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Koritko to re-appoint Rufus 
Smith, Jr. as Municipal Court Judge Pro Tem for 2024. 
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CITY OF NEWNAN, GEORGIA
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING                                               JANUARY 9, 2024_  

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 
APPOINTMENT – MUNICIPAL COURT SOLICITOR

Motion by Councilman Koritko, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume to re-appoint 
Danielle Sewell as Municipal Court Solicitor for 2024. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

REPORTS OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

C.  1 Appointment – Cultural Arts Commission, 3-year term

Continue to next agenda. 

D.  1 Appointment – Development Authority, 4-year term

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume, seconded by Councilman Koritko to appoint Joy 
Barnes to the Development Authority.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0)

E. 6 Appointments – Farmer Street Cemetery Commission, 3-year terms

Motion by Councilwoman Jenkins, seconded by Councilman Koritko to reappoint Loren 
Taylor for another term.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0)

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume, seconded by Councilman Koritko to reappoint John 
Pulicare for another term.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0)

Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume asked that a thank you letter be sent to Chris Hunt for his years 
of service. 

All other appointments continue to next agenda. 

F. 1 Appointment – Housing Authority, 5-year term

Continue to next agenda. 

G. 1 Appointment – Planning Commission, 3-year term

Continue to next agenda. 
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CITY OF NEWNAN, GEORGIA
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING                                               JANUARY 9, 2024_  

H. 1 Appointment – Tree Commission, 3-year term

Continue to next agenda. 

CITY MANAGER

I. Schedule City Floating Holiday for 2024

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume, seconded by Councilman Koritko to approve the 
recommendation from the City Manager and set the City floating holiday as July 5, 2024. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

NEW BUSINESS

J. Consideration of an Ordinance to Provide for the Adoption of a Budget, Its 
Execution and Effect for the Fiscal Year Beginning January 1, 2024 and Ending 
December 31, 2024

Motion by Councilman Shell, seconded by Councilwoman Jenkins to adopt the ordinance 
as presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

K. Consideration of a Resolution to Amend the 2024 Pay Plan

Motion by Councilman DuBose, seconded by Councilman Shell to adopt the resolution as 
presented.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0)

L. Consideration of MEAG Power Sale of Reserve and Supplemental Capacity to the 
City of Newnan on behalf of the City of Marietta

Motion by Councilman Shell, seconded by Councilman Koritko to approve the sales 
presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

M. 60 Sunset Ln – Request a public hearing on February 27, 2024 for structure

Matt Murray, Code Enforcement Officer, explained that this is to request from the building 
department, to hold a public hearing on February 27th for a dilapidated and unsafe 
structure. 

Motion by Councilman Shell, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume to set the public 
hearing for 60 Sunset Ln.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 
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CITY OF NEWNAN, GEORGIA
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING                                               JANUARY 9, 2024_  

N. Rezoning Request – RZ2024-01 by Robert Beregmann on behalf of Fourth 
Quarter Properties, LLC; 8.44+ acres located in Ashley Park at 440 Newnan 
Crossing Bypass (Tax Parcel #086 5043 004); Change in MXD Conditions – For 
Information Only

No action. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

O. 21 Berry Ave. – Owner update and request extension

Matt Murray, Code Enforcement Officer, explained that this property had been before 
Council in September and was given 90 days which are now up. The plumbing has been 
completed and electrical has been started. The owner has struggled with accessibility of 
the trades. The owner is maintaining the property and is requesting a 90-day extension. 

Councilman Shell asked what else needs to be done? Mr. Murray said inspections, interior 
finishes and dry wall and he does have crew lined up for that. 

Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume asked if a progress report could be given at 45 days? Mr. 
Murray said yes he could do that. 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume, seconded by Councilman Shell to grant a 90-day 
extension with a 45-day report. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

VISITORS, PETITIONS, COMMUNICATIONS & COMPLAINTS

P. Request from Mollie Roberts to block 4 parking spaces in front of Vinlyte 
Records on Saturday, January 13th 

Councilwoman Jenkins asked if the time frame will cause any conflicts with the MLK 
Parade that is the same day. City Manager said he did not see any issues with the timing, 
they would need to monitor the spaces leading up to the time. 

Motion by Councilman DuBose, seconded by Councilman Shell to approve the request as 
presented. 

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 
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CITY OF NEWNAN, GEORGIA
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING                                               JANUARY 9, 2024_  

EXECUTIVE SESSION

MOTION EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume, seconded by Councilman Koritko that we now enter 
into closed session as allowed by O.C.G.A. Section 50-14-4 and pursuant to advice by the 
City Attorney, for the purpose of discussing legal and personnel and that we move, in 
open session to adopt a resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor or presiding officer 
to execute an affidavit in compliance with O.C.G.A. Section 50-14-4, and that this body 
ratify the actions of the Council taken in closed session and confirm that the subject 
matters of the closed session were within exceptions permitted by the open meetings law 
at 2:59PM.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0)

RESOLUTION/MAYOR’S AFFIDAVIT FOR EXECUTIVE SESSION

Motion by Mayor Pro Tem Guillaume, seconded by Councilman Koritko to adopt the 
resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute the affidavit stating that the subject matter of 
the closed portion of the Council was within the exceptions provided by O.C.G.A. Section 
50-14-4(b).

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0) 

HOWARD CLAIM

Motion by Councilman Koritko, seconded by Councilman Shell to deny the Howard Claim.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0)

PETROVA CLAIM

Motion by Councilman Koritko, seconded by Councilman Shell to deny the Petrova claim.

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0)

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Councilman Shell, seconded by Councilman DuBose to adjourn the Council 
meeting at 3:30pm.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

MOTION CARRIED. (7-0)

___________________ _________________
Megan Shea, City Clerk Keith Brady, Mayor
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To: Mayor and Council 

Date: January 23, 2024 

Agenda Item: Amendment to the City of Newnan Personnel Policy, Section 5.6 
Retirement Plan 

 Prepared By: Cleatus Phillips, City Manager 

 
Purpose: 
To consider a resolution amending the City of Newnan Personnel Policy, Section 5.6 Retirement Plan, 
adding provisions related to the implementation of the City's 4019(a) Defined Contribution Plan.   
 
Background: 
The City Council previously approved the creation of a 401(a) Defined Contribution Plan.  The plan was 
effective January 1, 2024, with all new employees hired on or after this date being enrolled in the 
401(a) Plan and not the Defined Benefit Plan.  The proposed amendment to the personnel policy simply 
clarifies this change.   
 
Funding: 
N/A 
 
Recommendation: 
Approve as submitted.   
 
Attachments: 
1. 2024 0123 Resolution for Personnel Policy 5.6 
2. Personnel Policy 5.6 Retirement Plan Amendment 
 
Previous Discussion with Council: 
N/A 
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RESOLUTION TO AMEND PERSONNEL POLICY 5.6 RETIREMENT PLAN 

 

WHEREAS, the City of Newnan has a Personnel Policy to provide general guidelines 

about City’s policy and procedures for employment; and 

   

WHEREAS, the Personnel Policy is reviewed and updated as necessitated, to reflect 

changes in City’s policy and procedures; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Personnel Policy Section 5.6 Retirement Plan, all Sub-Sections, have 

been drafted to reflect change to City provided defined benefit retirement 

plan and City provided defined contribution plan as approved the 28th day of 

November 2023, effective January 1, 2024;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Personnel Policy 5.6 RETIREMENT 

PLAN which is attached hereto is adopted by the City Council this 23rd day of January 2024 

and is effective January 1, 2024. 

 

DONE, RATIFIED AND PASSED by the City Council of the City of Newnan, Georgia, 

this 23rd day of January 2024 in regular session assembled. 

 

Attest: 

 

Megan Shea, City Clerk 

 

 Keith Brady, Mayor 

 

 
 

 

Witness: 

 Paul Guillaume, Mayor Pro Tem 

 

 
  Cynthia Jenkins, Councilmember 

 

 
C. Bradford Sears, Jr., City Attorney  Rhodes Shell, Councilmember 

 

 
Cleatus W. Phillips, City Manager  Ray DuBose, Councilmember 

 
  Dustin Koritko, Councilmember  

 

 
  James J. Thomasson, III, Councilmember 
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CURRENT

5.6 RETIREMENT PLAN

5.6.1 The City provides a defined benefit retirement plan for all regular full-time employees. The plan 
is fully funded by the City.

5.6.2 Regular full-time employees are enrolled in the City’s Retirement Plan following one year of 
employment.

5.6.3 Upon his retirement date, a participant who meets the requirements of the City’s Retirement Plan 
receives a monthly retirement benefit.  The amount of the monthly retirement benefit shall be 
determined by the Plan’s Agreement.

5.6.4 A former employee who was a participant in the City’s Retirement Plan and is reemployed shall 
be granted credit (years of service) for the prior service. Participation in the retirement plan shall 
resume on the first of the month following the reemployment date.

AMENDED

5.6 RETIREMENT PLAN

5.6.1 The City provides a defined benefit retirement plan for all regular full-time employees hired on or 
before 12/31/2023.  The defined benefit retirement plan is fully funded by the City.

5.6.2 A participant who meets the requirements of the City’s defined benefit retirement plan receives 
a monthly retirement benefit.  The amount of the monthly retirement benefit shall be determined 
by the Plan’s Agreement.

5.6.3 The City provides a defined contribution retirement plan for all regular full-time employees hired 
or rehired on or after 01/01/2024.  The City will contribute a minimum of 10.0% of employee’s 
annualized salary, up to an additional 3.0% as a matching contribution of an employee’s voluntary 
contribution.

5.6.4 A participant in the defined contribution retirement plan has a 3 year (33.3%) graded vesting for 
full ownership of the City’s contribution.  Employee’s voluntary contributions are 100% owned 
by the employee.  When an employee leaves the City, they will be provided directions for 
accessing all monies owned in their account
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To: Mayor and Council

Date: January 16, 2024

Agenda 
Item:

2024 Main Street Newnan Event Closures

Prepared 
By:

Jesse Branch, Special Events Coordinator

January 16, 2024

Mr. Cleatus Phillips
City of Newnan
25 LaGrange Street
Newnan, GA 30263

Re: 2024 Main Street Newnan Event Closures

Mr. Phillips,

Please accept this letter as a formal request to place the following agenda items on the Newnan City 
Council’s January 23, 2024 Meeting Agenda: 

I. Permission to close streets for the following Main Street Newnan events:

• Market Day
Permission to close North and South Court Square between Jackson St/E Court Square and 
Jefferson St/W Court Square from 8:00am-3:00pm. Dates for the Market Day are:

o March 2, 2024
o April 6, 2024
o May 4, 2024
o June 1, 2024
o July 6, 2024
o August 3, 2024
o September 7, 2024
o October 5, 2024
o November 2, 2024
o December 7, 2024

• Fourth of July Parade – Thursday, July 4, 2024
The Parade will begin at Veteran’s Memorial Park along Temple Avenue at 9:00 am, travel 
south along Jackson/LaGrange Street, and will end at the intersection of LaGrange Street and 
Long Pl/Salbide Avenue. The event will conclude by 10:00 am. 

• Sunrise on the Square 5K – Saturday, August 31, 2024
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The 5K Road Race will begin on W Washington St, and turn at Wesley to College, College to 
Hwy 34, to Carmichael Street where the route will loop through several quick turns: Atkinson St, 
Velma Drive, Lundy Drive, Sherwood Drive, Edgewood Drive and end on Roscoe Road. From 
Roscoe Road the route will travel south through Downtown Newnan on Jackson Street, toward 
the finish line on W Washington Street.

• Spirits & Spice Festival – Saturday, October 19, 2024
Permission to close North and South Court Square, West Court Square, and West Washington 
Streets between 11:00am and 8:00pm.

• Holiday Sip & See –Friday, November 22, 2024
Permission to close South Court Square between 3:00pm and the close of the event. 

• Santa on the Square – Friday, November 29, 2024
Permission to close North Court Square between 3:00pm and the close of the event.

II. Permission to use downtown sidewalks for the following Main Street Newnan 
events:

• Market Day
1st Saturday of each month between March and December. The event takes place 
between 10:00am and 2:00pm. Sidewalks located on the interior portion of the 
Courthouse Square.

• Spring Art Walk – Friday, March 22, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 5:00pm and 
9:00pm.

• Downtown Newnan Restaurant Week—Sunday, April 14th-Saturday, April 20th, 
2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 9:00am and 
9:00pm.

• Summer Wined Up – Friday, June 21, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 5:00pm and 
9:00pm.

• Labor Day Sidewalk Sale—Friday, August 30th-Monday, September 2nd, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 9:00am and 
6:00pm.

• Fall Art Walk – Friday, September 20, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 5:00pm and 
9:00pm.

• Oktoberfest Craft  Beer Tasting – Friday, October 4, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 5:00pm and 
9:00pm.

• Spirits & Spice Festival—Saturday, October 19, 2024
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Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations and around the Courthouse 
square between 2:00pm and 7:00pm.

• Munchkin Masquerade (Downtown Trick or Treat) – Thursday, October 31, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks during the event between 10:00am and 12:00pm.

• Holiday Sip-and-See  – Friday, November 22, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 5:00pm and 
9:00pm

• Plaid Friday—Friday, November 29, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 9:00am and 
6:00pm.

• Santa on the Square—Friday, November 29, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 6:00pm and 
8:00pm

• Small Business Saturday—Saturday, November 30, 2024
Use of downtown sidewalks at various participating locations between 9:00am and 
6:00pm.

III. Permission to utilize parking spaces or lots for the following Main Street 
Newnan events:

• Spirits & Spice Festival – Friday, October 18, 2024
Use of parking spaces located on West Court Square.

• Spirits & Spice Festival – Saturday, October 19, 2024
Use of parking spaces located on the interior and exterior of the Courthouse Square.

Please contact me if you require additional information. Thank you for your continued support of 
the Main Street Newnan program.

Best Regards,

Jesse Branch
Special Events Coordinator
City of Newnan
770-253-8283 (x1)
706-333-1433 (cell)
jbranch@cityofnewnan.org

Main Street Newnan
Business Development Department
6 First Avenue
Newnan, Georgia 30263
www.mainstreetnewnan.com
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To: Mayor and Council 

Date: January 23, 2024 

Agenda Item: Consideration of Recommendation from Farmer Street Cemetery 
Commission to Acquire Real Property 

 Prepared By: Hasco Craver, Assistant City Manager 

 
Purpose: 
Newnan City Council may consider a recommendation from the Farmer Street Cemetery Commission 
to acquire approximately 2.8 acres of real property adjacent to the current cemetery. 
 
Background: 
The Farmer Street Cemetery Commission, at its January 8, 2024 meeting, voted unanimously to 
recommend to the Newnan City Council that the city acquire two parcels located adjacent to the current 
cemetery.  More specifically, the two subject properties are currently undeveloped, with no known 
improvements.  In addition, both parcels are owned by the same individual/corporation.  The 
commission considered the recommendation to acquire with the belief that there may exist additional 
burial sites as well as the desire to protect the cemetery from future development.  Paleowest, the outfit 
that was previously engaged to perform ground penetrating radar (GPR) at the cemetery site, found 
several burial sites along the property line.  In fact, there were seven burial sites that appeared to be 
located on the adjacent (subject) properties.  Please find the attached documents, which provide 
greater detail related to the subject properties as well as the GPR findings.   
 
Funding: 
General Fund 
 
Recommendation: 
It is the recommendation of the Farmer Street Cemetery Commission that the Newnan City Council 
proceed with acquiring the subject properties.  
 
Attachments: 
1. Parcel 1 - FSCC 
2. Parcel 2 - FSCC 
3. GPR - FSCC 
 
Previous Discussion with Council: 
The Newnan City Council, from time to time and as recently as late November 2023, has been made 
aware of the activities of the Farmer Street Cemetery Commission.  
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SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT  

THIS SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT (“Agreement”) is entered into as 

of the date the last party executed this Agreement (the “Effective Date”) by and between the City 

of Newnan, Georgia (“City”) and Principle Outdoor, LLC (“Principle”). 

RECITALS 

 WHEREAS Principle submitted ten (10) applications to the City for sign permits on or 

about January 13, 2023 and the City claimed that the applications were incomplete via a letter 

dated January 13, 2023, and subsequently denied the applications on January 20, 2023; and 

WHEREAS Principle filed suit challenging the City’s responses to the applications in a 

case style Principle Outdoor, LLC v. City of Newnan, Case No. 3:23-cv-00018-TCB (N.D. Ga. 

filed Feb. 3, 2023) (the “Litigation”); and 

WHEREAS certain other disputes have arisen or might arise in the future between the 

parties regarding the matters contended or which could have been contended in the lawsuit 

related to the applications, and because the parties wish to settle any and all disputes or claims 

between them in their entirety, they enter into this Agreement. 

Therefore, in light of the foregoing and based upon the exchange of valuable 

consideration, the parties agree as follows: 

Each of the respective parties to this Agreement hereby mutually releases and forever 

discharges each of the other parties to this Agreement and all of such parties’ successors, assigns, 

agents, affiliates, officers, directors, employees, representatives, insurers, and attorneys and each 

of them of and from any and all claims, debts, liabilities, demands, obligations, damages, costs, 

expenses, attorneys’ fees, actions and causes of action, of every nature, character and description, 

known or unknown, which any of the respective parties to this Agreement, now own or hold or 

may have at any time heretofore owned or held against any other party to this Agreement, but 

this does not restrict either party, or any of their assignees, from enforcing this Agreement or 

restrict Principle, or any of its assignees from asserting the right to build, operate, or modify the 

signs allowed pursuant to this Agreement. 

Principle further agrees to the following: 
● it will release all claims asserted, or that could have been asserted in the Litigation, 

including claims for damages and legal fees and expenses; 
● it will promptly make all LED displays available to City and State law enforcement for 

emergency messages, to include Amber Alerts and other missing persons announcements, 
disaster evacuation information, and other urgent public safety topics.  Such messages 
will be added as soon as practicable and will remain in the advertising rotation for 48 
hours or such lesser time period as requested; 
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2 
 

● it will agree to donate free advertising to the City for promotional messages, community 
announcements, and the like (“Market Day,” “July 4th Parade,” “Summer NewnaNights,” 
“Oktoberfest,” etc.).  Such messages shall be added to the advertising rotation on the 
LED display faces for up to 12 events each year (one week per event).  The City’s copy 
will be added to the rotation within two business days or on the state-date requested; 

● it will agree, as a contractual matter, never to advertise “adult” or “mature” content or 
any type of tobacco or vaping products. 

The City further agrees to the following: 

● to allow Principle to build, operate, modify, and relocate up to three (3) outdoor 
advertising signs as follows: (1) One (1) sign at the railroad site on Temple Avenue, 
which is referred to as Application #1 in the City’s files; and (2) Two (2) signs on parcels 
located in the City limits and along either Bullsboro Drive (Georgia Highway 34) or 
Poplar Road and which include any square footage within the “black boxes” shown on 
the maps attached hereto as Exhibits A-1, A-2, A-3, and A-4 (the areas indicated are not 
precise and shall be deemed to include the entire parcel up to the right-of-way).  All three 
signs may be double-sided, with faces no larger than 350 square feet in size, height no 
taller than sixty feet (60’) above the grade of the nearest right-of-way (in order to 
maintain visibility at such height, trees and vegetation may be removed from the parcel 
where the sign is located without further City approvals), no part of the sign to overhang 
the right of way, and all faces may be static or multiple message (including electronic) at 
Principle’s option.  Principle shall have 24 months from the Effective Date to apply to the 
City for each sign and may utilize any parcels newly annexed to the City during that 
period which are between the approved areas on Bullsboro Drive; and 

● to issue City certifications, permits, or inspections – such as for GDOT forms or building 
or electrical permits – for the signs promptly and in no case longer than five (5) days after 
Principle’s request for same, provided that each such request is complete. 

  

This Agreement shall be governed by the substantive and procedural laws of the State of 

Georgia.  Any suit brought to enforce this Agreement must be brought in the Georgia courts. 

Each of the parties and each of the undersigned individuals hereby warrant to the other 

parties that the undersigned have the authority to execute this Agreement.  The rights and 

privileges of this Agreement shall be freely assignable by Principle, however, the obligations of 

this Agreement shall bind any successors. 

Counterparts and scanned or faxed signatures shall be deemed binding. 

REVIEWED, APPROVED, AND ACCEPTED BY: 

DATED: January ____, 2024. By: ____________________________________  
On Behalf of Principle 

Its: ____________________________________      
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DATED: January ____, 2024. By: ____________________________________  
On Behalf of the City 

Its: ____________________________________ 
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STATE OF GEORGIA

CITY OF NEWNAN

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A MORATORIUM ON THE ISSUANCE OF SIGN 
PERMITS WITHIN THE INCORPORATED CITY LIMITS OF THE CITY OF NEWNAN, 
GEORGIA, FOR A PERIOD OF NINETY TWO (92) DAYS; TO PROVIDE FOR 
EXCEPTIONS; TO ESTABLISH AN EFFECTIVE DATE; AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, it has been a number of years since the City of Newnan Sign Ordinance 
(codified in Article 8 of the City of Newnan Zoning Ordinance) has undergone a thorough 
review; and

WHEREAS, the City of Newnan received applications for signs that do not meet the 
standard of the City of Newnan Sign Ordinance, necessitating a review of the City of Newnan 
Sign Ordinance in light of current law, technology and demand; and

WHEREAS, the City of Newnan received notice of a potential claim against in an 
ongoing case which challenged a provision of the City of Newnan Sign Ordinance; and

WHEREAS, the City Council needs to review the City of Newnan Sign Ordinance to 
ensure aesthetic signage within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City desires to adopt a moratorium on the acceptance, review and 
issuance of all new sign permits for monument signs, as defined in the City of Newnan Sign 
Ordinance, or any other signs in excess of sixteen square feet in sign area. 

WHEREAS, public notice of a hearing will have to be published and a hearing held prior 
to consideration and adoption of the new sign ordinance; and

WHEREAS, additional time is required to complete the adoption process.

NOW THEREFORE, be it and it is hereby ordained by the City Council of the City of 
Newnan, Georgia that:

Section I. Findings.

In consideration of the adoption of this Ordinance, and based upon information provided 
to the City Council, it is hereby determined that:

(a) the City of Newnan’s current Sign Ordinance, as codified in Article 8 of the Zoning 
Ordinance of the City of Newnan, Georgia, was adopted on September 12, 2017, and 
was last revised on August 24, 2021; and
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(b) the City is facing a current legal challenge with respect to a provision of its existing 
Sign Ordinance; and

(c) numerous court decisions have further defined the reach of Constitutional protections 
provided for sign applicants since the City’s Sign Ordinance was last revised and 
adopted; and

(d) it is necessary to review the City’s Sign Ordinance and make a determination as to 
necessary changes to conform with those decisions.

Section II. Moratorium on certain sign permits.

(a) A moratorium is hereby adopted on the acceptance of applications for permits for 
monument signs, as such are defined in the City of Newnan’s Sign Ordinance, and for 
signs in excess of sixteen (16) square feet in sign area, for a period of ninety two (92) 
days beginning on the date of adoption of this Ordinance.  During the moratorium 
period there shall be no acceptance, review or issuance of new sign permits for 
monument signs or signs in excess of sixteen (16) square feet in sign area within the 
incorporated city limits of the City of Newnan, Georgia.  The purpose of the 
moratorium extension is to permit the City to complete its review of a proposed new 
sign ordinance, to allow a period for publication of notice and to complete public 
hearing and consideration.

(b) During the period of this moratorium, including any extension, no sign permits shall 
be issued for new monument signs or signs in excess of sixteen (16) square feet in 
sign area in the city limits of the City of Newnan, nor shall applications for such signs 
be accepted and reviewed during the moratorium period;  provided however, this 
moratorium shall not apply to nor affect the issuance of permits based upon complete 
applications meeting the standards of the City of Newnan’s Sign Ordinance and 
submitted to the City prior to the effective date of this moratorium; nor shall it apply 
to or affect repairs to existing sign structures; nor shall it apply to or affect the 
replacement of sign panels on existing sign structures; nor shall it apply to complete 
applications meeting the standards of the City of Newnan’s Sign Ordinance and 
submitted to City as a result of a settlement agreement in any pending litigation.

Section III. Referral to Planning Commission.

Any proposed revisions to the City of Newnan’s Sign Ordinance shall be referred to the 
City of Newnan Planning Commission for its meeting on February 13, 2024 for the Planning 
Commission to consider and schedule a hearing on any proposed changes on March 12, 2024, 
forwarding its recommendations to the City Council for a hearing on April 23, 2024, following 
which the City Council may take action.
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Section IV. Other ordinances.

Except as provided herein, all zoning and development ordinances of the City of 
Newnan, Georgia shall remain in full force and effect.

Section V. Effective date.

This ordinance shall become effective immediately upon its approval on January 23, 
2024.  The moratorium imposed by this ordinance shall expire at 5:00 p.m. on April 24, 2024, or 
upon adoption of an amendment to the City of Newnan’s Sign Ordinance, whichever occurs first.

Section VI. Ordinances not repealed.

All resolutions and ordinances, or portions thereof, in conflict with the foregoing are 
hereby suspended, but not repealed, by virtue of this moratorium.

Section VII. Severability.

Should any phrase, sentence, provision or section of this Ordinance be declared invalid 
by a Court of competent jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of this Ordinance 
as a whole or any provision thereof other than the provision specifically declared to be invalid.  
The City Council declares that it would have passed this Ordinance and each subsection, 
sentence, clause and phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more subsections, 
sentences, clauses or phrases may be declared invalid. 
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So ordained this _____ day of January, 2024.

ATTEST: _____________________________________
L. Keith Brady, Mayor

_________________________________
Megan Shea, City Clerk

_____________________________________
Paul Guillaume, Mayor Pro-Tem

REVIEWED AS TO FORM:

_________________________________ _____________________________________
C. Bradford Sears, Jr., City Attorney Cynthia E. Jenkins, Councilmember

_________________________________ _____________________________________
Cleatus Phillips, City Manager Rhodes H. Shell, Councilmember

_____________________________________
Raymond F. DuBose, Councilmember

_____________________________________
Dustin Koritko, Councilmember

____________________________________
James J. Thomasson, III, Councilmember
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JANUARY 15, 2024 

Dear Megan, 

Foundation Christian Church is requesting to close South Court Square from 12pm to 10pm on Friday, March 29th, 
2024.We are planning to host a Good Friday gathering for the community on the Court Square. In keeping with City 
protocol, we plan to rent portable restrooms and line up trash services for the event. If needed, we can also provide 
security. We are expecting over 400 people for this gathering. We are asking for the closure of the road from 12pm 
forward so that we can begin to set up our staging and production equipment in preparation for the event that 
evening. We have completed the details required by city staff and it is attached to this request letter. We also will 
be asking our people - well over 400 people that we expect to be coming to the square for the event - to shop and 
eat on the square prior to the event getting started. In the years that we have been able to host this event we have 
more than followed through with that ask. Our people always take care of our downtown merchants.  

Also, we are requesting each of the parking spots on South Court Square as well. Over the last few weeks, I have 
spoken with all of the businesses and offices on South Court Square and the overwhelming majority are in support 
of our event and none are in opposition to our event, or the blocking of the parking spaces, for the event. Some of 
them have written letters of support for us and the event which are attached. 

The following businesses/offices are in support of our event or not in opposition (at the time of this proposal 
being sent to City Staff): 

Vinylyte Records 
Brown’s Guitar Mill 
Corner Arts 
Ace Beer Growlers 
Mad Mexican 
Law Office of Michael West 
Buckhead FMV 
Avery and Pope Wealth Management 
Camp and Henderson Law Offices 
 
We will be happy to answer any question pertaining to this request.  

Jason Walton 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH PASTOR 

 

Foundation Christian Church 
6 Perry St. 
Newnan, GA 30263 
Tel (678) 661-6330 
Jason@FoundationNewnan.com 
www.FoundationNewnan.com 
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In accordance with protocol, Foundation Christian Church is requesting use of South Court 
Square on March 29th, 2024. See details below in red. 

Sec. 18-152. Application. 

A person seeking issuance of a parade permit shall file application with the office of the city manager on forms 
provided by the city.  

(1) Filing period. An application for a parade permit shall be filed not less than ten days or more than 30 days 
before the date on which it is proposed to conduct the parade.  

a. We need to have this request approved more than 30 days in advance so that we can plan and promote 
our Community Good Friday Event.  

(2) Contents. The application for a parade permit shall set forth the following information:  

a.  The name, address and telephone number of the person seeking to conduct the parade; and the 
applicant, if different.  

• Jason Walton, 6 Perry Street Newnan 30263, 678-378-3927 (jason@foundationnewnan.com) 

b. If the parade is proposed to be conducted for, on behalf of, or by an organization, the name, address 
and telephone number of the headquarters of the organization, and of the authorized and responsible 
heads of that organization.  

• This is being requested by Foundation Christian Church (see contact details above). 

c. The name, address and telephone number of the person who will be the parade leader and who will be 
responsible for its conduct.  

• See above 

d. The date when the parade is to be conducted. 

• Community Good Friday Event will be held on Friday, March 29th, 2023.   

e. The route to be traveled, the starting point and the termination point.  

• N/A 

f. The approximate number of persons who, and animals and vehicles which, will constitute the parade; 
the type of animals, and description of the vehicles.  

• N/A 

g. The hours when the parade will start and terminate.  

• We need South Court Square to be closed from 12pm – 10pm. From 12pm-5pm, we will be getting 
set up for the event along with the event beginning around 7pm.  

1. This includes both the road itself and the parking spots. 

2. We would like to have police assistance in clearing the parking spots along with 
barricades to help with traffic and the visual closing of the street. 

• We will need the barricades to be delivered by 10am on the day of. We also plan to place signage 
around the area along with giving businesses on South Court Street ample notice of the event.  
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h. A statement as to whether the parade will occupy all or only a portion of the width of the streets 
proposed to be traversed.  

• The entire space on above named road will be utilized including parking spots. 

i. The location by streets of any assembly and dispersal areas for the parade.  

• N/A 

j. The time at which units of the parade will begin to assemble at any assembly area or areas and a 
designation of the assembly area and the dispersal area.  

• N/A 

k. The interval of space to be maintained between units of the parade.  

• N/A 

l. If the parade is designed to be held by, and on behalf of or for, any person other than the applicant, the 
applicant for the permit shall file with the office of the city business license department a 
communication in writing from the person proposing to hold the parade, authorizing the applicant to 
apply for the permit on its, his behalf.  

• N/A 

m. Any expenditure of funds by the applicant or his organization for or on behalf of participants in the 
parade, the amounts thereof and the names and addresses of to whom paid.  

• N/A 

n. Any additional information which the city business license department shall find reasonably necessary to 
a fair determination as to whether a permit should issue.  

• N/A 

(3) Late applications. The city manager, where good cause is shown therefor, shall have the authority to consider 
any application under this division which is filed less than ten days before the date the parade is proposed to be 
conducted.  

(4) Fee. No fee shall be charged for such permit.  
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Vinylyte Records LLC  

28 South Court Square  

Newnan, GA 30263  

 

January 5, 2024  

Members of City Council,  

I was asked by Jason of Foundation Church, who is addressing you today, to 
write a letter supporting the closure of South Court Square for their Good Friday 
Event. Considering the City Of Newnan’s willingness to close South Court 
Square for many other events, I.E Market Days, Rock and Road Festival, etc..., I 
was quite surprised this letter was even necessary. To avoid any assumption to a 
conflict of interest it is important to note that I am in no way affiliated with 
Foundation Church. I have never so much as attended a service there. Having 
mentioned that, it is impossible to overlook the work they do for the community.  

I am the owner of Vinylyte Records located at the corner of Lagrange streets and 
South Court Square. I am in support of the Closure of South Court Square for the 
entirety of their Good Friday Event and feel as a City it is the least we could do to 
show our appreciation for their service to our community. If you have any 
questions I am able to be contacted at the email provided.  

Best Regards,  

Jesse Yates  

vinylyterecords@gmail.com  
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To the Newnan City Council, 

 

 I am writing in support of Foundation Church’s Good Friday event coming up on March 29th, 2024 where they are 
requesting to close south court square. They will shift parking to other areas of downtown and it will not affect business or 
traffic flow. As a business owner in downtown for the past 11 years, Foundation Church has always been super supportive of 
us and sends us customers more than anyone else. We are truly blessed to have such a great church in downtown Newnan 
that goes above and beyond to not only be different but to be so supportive with the community. Foundation Church always 
thinks first about its downtown businesses being affected, they also drive people to our restaurant and has always strived to 
serve downtown merchants in every way as possible. Hopefully this great event for downtown will be approved and be very 
successful for not only the church but all the merchants downtown. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Chad Smith 

Mad Mexican 
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To:	Subject:	Jason	Walton	
Foundation	Church	/	Good	Friday	/	Road	Closure 

We	understand	that	Foundation	Church	wishes	to	again	close	South	Broad	Street	on	Good	Friday,	March	
29,	2024.	Our	business	will	not	be	negatively	affected	by	this	street	closure.	 

Parks	W.	Avery,	Jr.	
CERTIFIED	FINANCIAL	PLANNER®,	Professional	36	South	Court	Square,	2nd	Floor	
Newnan,	GA	30263	
Tel:	770-683-6603	
Fax:	770-825-9240	parks@averyandpope.com	www.averyandpope.com	 

Securities	and	advisory	services	offered	through	Commonwealth	Financial	Network®,	member	
FINRA/SIPC,	a	Registered	Investment	Adviser.	 

This	e-mail	and	any	attachments	are	intended	only	for	the	addressee.	If	you	are	not	the	intended	recipient,	
please	permanently	delete	this	message	immediately	and	do	not	use,	copy,	distribute	or	forward	any	part	of	
this	message,	as	it	may	contain	proprietary,	confidential,	or	privileged	information.	Also,	please	let	me	
know	of	the	error	by	return	e-mail.	Thank	you.	Commonwealth	Financial	Network®	does	not	provide	legal	
or	tax	advice.	 

*Please	disregard	typos	as	they	are	apparently	inevitable	 
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Hey Jason, hope all is well.  
 
I wanted to reach out to you and let you (Foundation) know that my business is in complete 
support of any events you’d like to hold in Downtown Newnan. After seeing the amount of 
love and support provided to our community over the past few years, I cannot think of any 
reason why a community partner such as Foundation would receive any push back from 
business owners. I know that parking is always an issue and always will be. I’d gladly give up 
a few spaces any time they’re needed in order to watch our community grow together.  
 
Thank you all for everything you do for our community! We are all truly better for it and your 
support, it’s time we return that support for many years to come! 
 
 
I hope to see you in Downtown for Good Friday! 
 
Jason Kanner 
Ace Beer Growlers 
Cow Eata Meat Co 
Southside Safe 
Southside Wood Kiln 
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December 23, 2023  

Dear Jason, 

It was great talking to you the other day about the Event you and your Church are planning to bring to 
the Newnan Court Square. 

I am excited that this event is a Good Friday Event on the Square Friday, March 29th, 2024.  There are 
a lot of unchurched/unbelievers this day and time and I believe that this event could bring Jesus to 
downtown.  We are disciples and need to spread the Word! 

As you know, we are located at 30 S. Court Sq, and we always love having the Events which bring in 
customers to our Shop. 

Thank you for doing what ya’ll do for our community and if I can do anything please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Jenny Jones 

Corner Arts Gallery 

30 S. Court Square 

Newnan, GA  30263 

678-633-5705 
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Motion to Enter into Executive Session 
 
I move that we now enter into closed session as allowed by O.C.G.A. §50-14-4 and 
pursuant to advice by the City Attorney, for the purpose of discussing  
 
 
And that we, in open session, adopt a resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor or 
presiding officer to execute an affidavit in compliance with O.C.G.A. §50-14-4, and that 
this body ratify the actions of the Council taken in closed session and confirm that the 
subject matters of the closed session were within exceptions permitted by the open 
meetings law. 
 
 

Motion to Adopt Resolution after Adjourning Back into Regular Session 
 
I move that we adopt the resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute the affidavit stating 
that the subject matter of the closed portion of the council meeting was within the 
exceptions provided by O.C.G.A. §50-14-4(b). 
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